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Letter to a Friend?

. . . The Iroquois have come to make some presents to our
governor, ransom some prisoners he held, and treat of peace with
him in the name of the whole country. It has been concluded, to
the great joy of France. It will last as long as pleases the Almighty.

To maintain, and see what can be done for the instruction of
these tribes, it is here deemed expedient to send them some father.
I have reason to think I shall be sent, since I have some knowl-
edge of the language and country. You see what need I have of the
powerful aid of prayers while amidst these savages. I will have to
remain among them, almost without liberty to pray, without Mass,
without Sacraments, and be responsible for every accident among
the Iroquois, French, Algonquins, and others. But what shall I
say? My hope is in God, who needs not us to accomplish his de-
signs. We must endeavor to be faithful to Him and not spoil His
work by our shortcomings. . . .

My heart tells me that if I have the happiness of being em-
ployed in this mission, /bo et non redibo (I shall go and shall not
return); but I shall be happy if our Lord will complete the sacri-
fice where He has begun it, and make the little blood I have shed
in that land the earnest of what I would give from every vein of
my body and my heart.

In a word, this people is “a bloody spouse” to me (Exodus iv,25).
May our good Master, who has purchased them in His blood, open
to them the door of His Gospel, as well as to the four allied nations
near them.

Adieu, dear Father. Pray Him to unite me inseparably to Him.

ISAAC JOGUES, S.J.

1 This letter was written to one of the Canadian fathers, just before Jogues
started south on his last journey.
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